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April Birthstone
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Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club, Inc. 9516 N. Rome Rd., Athens, PA 18810

PURPOSE: The club was organized in 1962 in Sayre, PA to assemble for
the purpose of studying and collecting rock, mineral, fossil and shell
specimens, and to develop skills in the lapidary arts. We are members of
the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies, and the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

DUES are payable to the treasurer BY January 1st of each year. After that
date membership will be terminated. Make checks payable to Che-Hanna
Rock & Mineral Club, Inc. as follows: $12.00 for Family; $8.00 for
Subscribing Patron; $8.00 for Individual and Junior members (under age
17) not covered by a family membership.

MEETINGS are held at the Sayre High School (on Lockhart Street) at 7:00
P.M. in the Cafeteria, the 2nd Wednesday each month, except JUNE,
JULY, AUGUST, and DECEMBER. Those meetings/events (and any

changes) will be announced in the newsletter as to event time, date and
location. Visitors are always welcome.

FIELD TRIPS are scheduled regularly from May through September; dates
and details to be announced in the Shin-Skinner News

ARTICLES submitted for publishing should be emailed to the editor using
MS Word format. Deadline for submissions to the Shin-Skinner News is
the 25% of the month preceding publication. Articles without by-line are

written by the editor. Uncredited photos by Frank Meadows. Permission is

hereby granted to member clubs of Eastern Federation and/or the American
Federation to reprint material contained in the Shin-Skinner News
providing proper credit is given to the author, if known, and the Shin-
Skinner News.

OFFICERS

President: Bruce Benish - Email: Bbenishsurveying@gmail.com
Vice-Pres.: Open

Secretary: Mary Walter

Treasurer: Trish Benish - Email: Patriciabenish@gmail.com
Immed. Past President: Dave Millis

BOARD meetings are held at 6PM on odd-numbered months unless special
meetings are called by the president.

BOARD MEMBERS: Jeff Benish, Frank Meadows, Duane Wells

APPOINTED

Publicity: Hazel Remaley 570-888-7544 northridge5@verizon.net
Editor: Frank Meadows 570-731-4631 Agentoferosion@yahoo.com
Field Trips: Dave Millis305-395-9560 Email: Rockdoc077@gmail.com
Juniors: Inga Wells 607-425-7426

Webmaster: Bob Maguire UVBob1942@gmail.com

PROGRAM COORDINATORS

Club Email: Chehannarocks1969@gmail.com

EFMLS Liaison: Hazel Remaley 570-888-7544 northridge5@verizon.net
Historian: Inga Wells — 607-425-7426

Meeting Host: Duane Wells

Show & Dealer Chair: Bob McGuire 570-928-9238 - UVBob1942@gmail.com
Membership: Trish Benish Email: Patriciabenish@gmail.com

Librarian: Bruce Benish

Sunshine Chair: JoAnn McGuire 570-928-9238 UVBob1942@gmail.com

Visit us on the Web at: http://chehannarocks.com or Email us at: Chehannarocks1969@gmail.com

We Talk to Each Other - We Help Each Other - We Teach Each Other - We Smile A Lot!
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Q’ﬁsic[ent s Message, b by Bruce @enzﬁ

Greetings everyone. We just finished the show. Even with the bad
weather it seemed like we had a good turn out of people. I don’t know the
final numbers as of now, but we will have them soon. The food truck was
well accepted. Anna’s talk on dinosaurs had them lined up the length of
the hall.

Bruce Benish

Dave was talking about a field trip to for fossil hunting and another for horn coral. I still have a lot
of the horn coral from last time.

It has been suggested we make Inga Vice President for the remainder of this term. I think she
would agree. She has been arranging the programs for the meetings lately so let's make it official.

The next meeting is Wednesday April 13. I hope to see everybody there.

Bruce
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Sunshine Report by JoAnn McGuire

Hope everyone is doing well and you are all over
your flu bug or Covid. Seems like it all just wants to
hang on yet. We had some really nice days and some
really cold, windy and snowy days. Sure hope the
weather is on the up-swing and will be warm and stay
warm soon.

JoAnn McGuire

Sympathy to the family of John Blizzard who passed away on the 19th at 91 years young. He and
his wife, Fritzie, were club members for many years. She has kept in touch on Face Book and with
Inga. He will be missed.

Sandy Keener is progressing slowly and feeling better after her recent back procedure. Hope she
continues to improve.

Get well wishes to anyone who is not feeling so good and here's a bit of cheer for you. Feel
better soon.

Take care all. Stay safe; stay warm.

JoAnn
Miss Sunshine

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER

Help is needed at the Earth Day Celebration at the Bradford County Conservation District on
Saturday, April 23 from 10 to 2. That place is just down the street from the Wysox Fire Hall.

Our club has participated at this event for many years. Usually, the Wells and Benish families set up
an easy-up canopy, a few tables and stuff to inform the public about our club.

The Wells family will be busy that day getting to know their great-grandsons, a set of identical 6-
month-old twins. Have not seen the grandson and his wife for five years.

It would be nice if we have some club members volunteer to help this year. Bring a comfortable chair,
I will send the spinning wheel and prizes and can make arrangements for someone to get our canopy
and folding tables. Each kid, or young at heart folks, can have a free spin at the wheel and pick
something out of the same-colored container the spin yields. There will be fossils, rocks, plastic dinos,
etc. I have some simple questions and answers on index cards to ask about earth science, if you
would like to use them. It is only 4 hours and folks can take shifts, so everyone has a chance to look
at the many other booths and displays. There is always good music and lots of food. Last time, the
Cornell raptors were there, Zoo mobile, free birdhouse making. You can check out more information
on the BCC District's website.

Thank you,

Inga
607-425-7426
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]ﬂn’or Rockhounds /g’elﬂilk Pups Newsy By I n%‘We[[s

The Sunday, April 10 meeting is at 1 P.M. at the Athens Methodist Church, 118 S.
Main St. (unless you hear something different, please use the ramp door at the
back of the church.)

Inga Wells We will be learning about Quartz, #7 on the Mohs' Hardness Scale. There are so
many pretty minerals in the quartz family. The meeting is on Palm Sunday, so we
are celebrating Spring/Easter since our Winter party was canceled due to a winter storm. Therefore, all
of the bingo prizes will be in plastic eggs.

Thank you to all that came to the show and helped with the mini-mine.

We have an outdoor meeting planned IF IT DOES NOT RAIN on Saturday, May 14 at Satterlee Creek
Environmental Center, 2817 Cotton Hollow Rd, Sayre. The time for that is 10:00 A.M. We will be
working on the Stone Age Tools and Art badge for about an hour.

If you want to learn about birds, you may join us for the Audubon Birders Breakfast at 8. Please let me
know you plan on coming to the breakfast, so we will have enough pancakes and stuff.
At 9:00 A.M. we will observe some birds that are migrating through the area.

To learn more about the Merit Badge Program, http://www.amfed.org and look under the Future
Rockhound of America information. There is a manual that Families can follow at home. Great for
Homeschool families.

Inga

Next Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club Meeting is on Wednesday, April 13 at 7:00 P.M. at the
Athens United Methodist Church downstairs Valley Senior Social Hall, 118 S. Main St.

The program, “Life 1000 Years ago in Athens, PA: Archaeology In Your Backyard.”

By DeeAnne Wymer, Archaeology Director Susquehanna River Archaeological Center, Waverly NY
She will show you slides of the recent and very successful dig in Athens.

Please note: Duane and | will need club member's help to set up the hall at 6:30. We are expecting a
lot more folks than usual to attend. Chairs need to be set up; projection equipment will take my

attention. Therefore, | will need some help with the refreshments. Duane will be helping with the
elevator.
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Life 1000 Years Ago in Athens PA: Archaeology In Your Backyard

This past summer 2021 an archaeological excavation along the Susquehanna River in Athens historic
district uncovered the remarkable traces of ancient Native American life. First discovered and
documented in the 1930s our recent investigation, conducted by the Susquehanna River Archaeological
Center, was organized to verify that traces of the site still remained tucked among current household
yards and open spaces of our modern landscape - as well as bringing 21st century technology and
knowledge to bear on understanding the first people to inhabit our beautiful valley. Our excavations
exposed the remains of very large underground pits, some 6 feet across and 3 feet deep, originally
used to store food then filled with the dense refuse of life along the rivers - flint arrow points, broken
pottery...

And the most remarkable bone preservation yet encountered by any of the archaeology team
members, including bone needles, weaving tools, part of a carved bone comb, turtle shells, fish bones
and fish scales. The very first radiocarbon dates for the site have just been completed- this site of the
pre-Iroquois culture, termed Owasco by today’s scholars, dates to 1070 and 900 years ago. Still a
mystery, who were these first people that lived in these valleys before the Iroquois migrated into the
region...and long before the early historic Colonists entered the land.

The PowerPoint/ slide presentation will show you our excavations and the beautiful artifacts that have
been uncovered.

Dr. DeeAnne Wymer
Archaeology Director
Susquehanna River Archaeological Center

Happy
Birthdayl

April Birthdays April Anniversaries

1 — Pat Chapman 13 Sarah Conden No April Anniversaries
2 — Joe Shepler 15 Aubrey Westbrook

3 — Hunter King 16 Ed Sick

11 — Anna Markevitch 19 Jeff Benish

12 — Julie Fluke 28 Caleb Conden

12 — JoAnn McGuire
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February Meeting Minutes by Bruce Benish

Meeting was called to order.

Fifteen members in attendance.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes from last meeting were accepted.

Jeff informed the club that the geodes that were ordered had arrived and that he needed a check for
them.

Hazel informed the group that the advertised show dates for our group were correct, and that there
was an error with the dates for the Southern Tier club.

Sunshine Report

First was a general reminder to stay safe.

To Trish: We are thinking about you and hope you get better.
Duane needs help. With what? Who knows?

Inga and Sandy have birthdays this month.

Sandy’s 65" anniversary is this month!!!

Our memorial for Betty Derstine has been listed by Spa

Iding Memorial Library in the Morning Times.

Show Report
The final checks from the dealers has arrived. Everyone has paid.

The sign at Wysox Fire Hall is working.

The fire company is working on getting a food vendor for the show.

The trailer will be arriving thanks to Sandy’s son.

Tom Beck’s, Faith Toth’s and John Morgan’s memorial books are in, and going to their respective
libraries.

Display cases for the show are full!

One of the display cases will be a memorial for the members we lost this year.
Dave has confirmed what his display will be for the show.

A minor discussion was had about advertising our upcoming field trips at the show.
Jobs at the show were assigned.

Dave informed everyone that he has a new email.

Hazel handed out advertising for the show.

New and Old News

Upcoming field trips were discussed, including taking a field trip to Deep Springs in May.

An invitation to stop by the Open Forest at the Satterly Creek Environmental Center on the first
Saturday in March was extended.

End of general meeting.




April 2022 The Shin-Skinner News Page 6

Upcoming Shows & Events From: EFMLS.ORG

April 2022

April 2-3: New York Southern Tier Geology Club Show
Johnson City Senior Center — 30 Brocton Ave. Johnson City, NY 13790

April 23-24: Crystal Fest — Finger Lakes Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Club
USW Local 1000 — 100 Nasser Civic Center Plaza, Corning, NY

April 30-May 1: The Treasures of the Earth 2022 - The Mineralogical Society of
Northeastern Pennsylvania. Location: Oblates of St. Joseph, 1880 Hwy 315, Pittston, PA
18640

April 30 - May 1: Berks Mineralogical Society Presents the 53nd ANNUAL Gem Show
The Pavillion at Leesport Farmers Market — 312 Gernant’'s Church Rd. Leesport, PA 19533

May 2022

May 14-15: Quartz Fest - Finger Lakes Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Club
Greater Canandaigua Civic Center — 250 N. Bloomfield Rd. Canandaigua, NY

June 2022

June 4-5: Orange County Mineral Society, Inc. Annual Mineral, Gem, Jewelry Show
Museum Village 1010 Route 17 M, Monroe, NY. Visit: www.ocmsny.org

June 25-26: Gilsum Rock Shop & Mineral Show
Gilsum Elementary School & Community Center 640 Route 10, Gilsum, NH

July 2022

July 9-10: 2022 GemWorld “Fossils of New York State”
Plans are underway. Email: show@syracusegemsociety.com




